" Mothers & Young Children

*’F**i****i Waomen of childbearing

age (15-44) & children under age 5
account for 20% of the population in

Mitchell and Yoncey counties,

of children under & liwing in poverty (2020)

& QF pregnancies rece W] prenatal care

r the first tr "=!'=-l.l."

N =% I 0%
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76% of Mitchell
County births are
physician
attended &
87% happen in
hospitals.

B2% of Yancey
County births are
physician
attended &
94% hoppen in
hospitals.

Mo OB/GYHN practices full-time in either Mitchell
of Yancey county & wormen must travel out of
the ared to give birth at a hospital.

Families must travel out of the county to
access a licensed pediatrician or pediatric-
specific practice, or inpatient haspital services
for children.

[ e e With this segment of population
projected to increase,

the demoand for pediatric,
women s care, & lobor & delivery

sarvices will also increase.

Youths
Young pecple
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make up 15% of the population
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Graduation rates in
Mitchell County are
are lowar than NC
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The lock of local pediatric
spacialists & the limited network of
rmental health providers leaves the
yvouth population vulnerable,
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make up 55% of the population
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Median ho

County iz £7.800
lovwar than the state

average

| Bl el The lock of local specialists
& the burden of traveling out of the

county for healthcare adds cost & stress

to a medical systemn that is already
unaffordable for rmany in our communities,

Seniors
A samm  Adults age 65 & older
' ***1‘111 make up 25% of the

population. The 85+ age group
iz projected to grow by 2050,
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Retirarmant income is
higher in Mitchel

y compared to

NC

Heart disecss, cancer, chronic lower
respiratory diseoses, & Altheimer's disease
are the leading causes of death for seniors.

More than 50% of
passenger miles
driven by Mitchell driven by Yancey
County County
Transportation were @ Transportation were
for the elderly in for the elderly in
2021-2022. 2021-2022,

More than 40% of
passenger miles

The lack of local specialists d < d <] 4
is compoundead by an aging

healthcare workforce: 24% of physicians in
Mitchell County and 36% in Yancey County
are over the age of 65. As with other age
qQraups, the naed to travel to access
healthcore remains a barrier for seniors.




